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the survival over a large part of its surface of peasant
cultivation at a very low standard of efficiency; and
Russia with her gigantic plan for the collectivization
of the whole of her immense countryside promises
within a few years a further huge increase in the world's
supply of agricultural produce. Not that the world
ought to be in any fear of a glut of food; for there are
still among its inhabitants hundreds of millions who
have far too little to eat.
The Growth of Specialist Agriculture. The newest
agricultural methods tend, however, .equally with
the newest methods in industry, to the displacement
of human labour in the raising of staple crops; and
this is especially true in some of the older countries
which are being driven back to less intensive farming
methods in their endeavours to cut down costs. But
this tendency is to some extent offset by the growth of
specialist forms of agriculture, such as the raising of
market garden produce, fruit, eggs and poultry by more
intensive methods for the supply of the growing urban
populations. The development of these types of agri-
culture, so successfully pursued in Denmark and
Holland, depends on a continued rise in the world's
standard of living; for the products of specialist agri-
culture belong largely to semi-luxury types. This
ought not to stand in the way of their growth; for
clearly the world can afford to consume as much as it
is able to produce. But it does mean that the growth
of specialist agriculture depends on the maintenance of